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Fire safety: Approved Document B
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Approved Document B (fire safety) volume 2: Buildings other
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2025 amendments collated with 2026 and 2029 amendments
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2029 amendments to Approved Document B, volume 1 and
volume 2
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/66d57aaabdecebe01a18341b/AD B 2029

amendments.pdf)

PDF, 455 KB, 40 pages
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2025 amendments to Approved Document B, volume 1 and
volume 2
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67c1ac3d16dc9038974dbcfe/2025 Amend

ments to Approved Document B volume 1 and volume 2.pdf)

PDF, 248 KB, 22 pages

March 2024 amendments to Approved Document B, volume
1 and volume 2 (No longer current)
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/66054cc0f9ab41001aeea490/AD B amend

ment_booklet.pdf)

PDF, 252 KB, 13 pages
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June 2022 amendments to Approved Document B, volume 1
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Building regulations for fire safety in residential homes, including new and
existing dwellings, flats, residential accommodation, schools, colleges and
offices.

Updates of Approved Document B (Fire Safety) for
2025, 2026 and 2029

Updates to Approved Document B make provision for sprinklers in all new
care homes and withdraw national classes (BS 476 fire tests).

These policy updates flow from the ‘Sprinklers in care homes; removal of
national classes; and second staircases in residential buildings
(https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/sprinklers-in-care-homes-removal-

of-national-classes-and-staircases-in-residential-buildings)’ consultation that ran
from December 2022 to March 2023.

Provision is made for sprinklers to be installed in new care homes.

Withdrawal of the outdated national classes fire testing standards is
concluded, ending a long period of dual specification. The more robust
European standard (BS EN 13501) remains in place.

Transition periods for both policy updates will offer certainty to investors
and enable smooth transition without disrupting supply chains.

On 2 April 2020, as a response to the call for evidence: a technical review
of Approved Document B of the building requlations
(https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/technical-review-of-approved-
document-b-of-the-building-regulations-a-call-for-evidence), a workplan
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attac
hment data/file/877365/Technical review of Approved Document B workplan.pd
f) was released showing upcoming research to inform updates to fire

safety guidance provided in Approved Document B.

The announcement of the new clarified Approved Document B is provided
in the Circular (https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/approved-document-
b-july-2019-edition-circular-022019). A government response to the
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consultation (https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/fire-safety-clarification-
of-statutory-guidance-approved-document-b) has been published.

We have also published frequently asked questions following the ban on
combustible materials in external walls: Building (Amendment) Requlations
2018: frequently asked questions
(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/building-amendment-regulations-
2018-frequently-asked-questions)

Find historical documents relating to Approved Document B: Fire Safety
(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/historical-documents-relating-to-
approved-document-b-fire-safety).

Order printed copies

Online: RIBA books (https://www.ribabooks.com/approved-documents)
Telephone: 020 7496 8383
Email: sales@ribabookshops.com
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